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Welcome to Grandmothers 

Featuring stories of grandmothers from across 
Melbourne, Multicultural Museums Victoria (MMV)
presents its inaugural joint project – ‘Grandmothers’.  
Through five extraordinary exhibitions and 
accompanying events, join us in celebrating the 
accomplishments, wisdom and the central role of  
the grandmother in Chinese, Italian, Greek, Muslim  
and Jewish communities.

From St Kilda to Carlton, the CBD to Thornbury,  
join us for a celebration of these women who are loved, 
and revered, but whose voices are rarely heard publicly, 
and whose roles are often not formally recognised.  
Our grandmothers feed us, nurture us, and are the 
givers of knowledge and wisdom. They are storytellers 
and survivors. ‘Grandmothers’ will present a joyful, 
fresh and nuanced representation of their role and 
significance across cultures.

So honour your grandmother – whether she is  
a nonna, bubbe, jadda or yiayia, wàipó, a grandma  
or a nanna – and come along to the unique, 
colourful, moving, multicultural, celebration that is the  
Multicultural Museums Victoria ‘Grandmothers’ project.

mmv.org.au/grandmothers ‘Grandmothers’ photographs by Elli Bardas



Wàipó 外婆
Wàipó 外婆 at the Chinese Museum, chronicles  
the traditions and changing roles of grandmothers in 
China and in Australia through specially commissioned 
artworks by Nicholas Chin, Emilia Johari, Yinghong Li, 
Tammy Wong Hulbert, Judy Leong and Xiao Yu Bai. 
It explores how these artists’ individual histories and 
intimate relationships were impacted after they or their 
family immigrated, and the traditional roles and different 
cultural influences from China to Malaysia and Australia. 

6 May until   
16 August

22 Cohen Place, Melbourne 
chinesemuseum.com.au



Nonne: images through 
generations
Nonne: images through generations at Co.As.It Italian 
Historical Society & Museo Italiano explores the role of 
the Italian-Australian grandmother in Australian society, 
the contributions that she makes in the everyday life 
of her family and in the transmission of customs and 
traditions to the next generation. This exhibition draws 
on the historical photographs of the Italian Historical 
Society, as well as on images and stories from the Italian 
community. It looks at how the grandmother’s role has 
changed and evolved through immigration, as well as  
her status in the community today.

6 May until   
24 August

199 Faraday Street, Carlton 
museoitaliano.com.au



Yiayia
The Hellenic Museum presents grandmothers  
as storytellers, nurturers and educators. Their 
exhibition, Yiayia, gives voice to these women  
and their stories, from childhood, to adulthood,  
to grandmotherhood and older age. From family 
heirlooms to filmed interviews and family 
photographs, the Yiayia exhibition resonates  
with visitors of all ages and cultures, reflecting  
a range of differing experiences, challenging  
the idea that there is only one course for a  
woman’s life to take.

6 May until   
5 August

280 William Street, Melbourne 
hellenicmuseum.com.au



Our Grandmothers
Mothers, sisters, daughters, teachers, friends, 
homemakers, doctors, businesswomen, grandmothers, 
humans — warriors. Honouring the ‘mothers behind 
our mothers’, the Islamic Museum’s Our Grandmothers 
exhibition pays deference to the essence of Muslim 
grandmothers by displaying portraits sourced from 
Melbourne’s Muslim communities, accompanied by 
stories, quotes and recipes. Visitors are invited to 
celebrate the love, spirit, strength and wisdom embodied 
by Muslim grandmothers, and their role within Islam. 

6 May until   
18 August

15 Anderson Rd, Thornbury 
islamicmuseum.org.au



Love & Legacy
Love & Legacy at the Jewish Museum explores 
the diversity of Jewish grandmothers. Through 
film and portraits, Jewish women from Orthodox, 
secular, Ashkenazi, Sephardi and Holocaust survivor 
backgrounds, tell their stories, complemented by 
objects from the Museum’s collection.  
Love & Legacy looks at the many ways cultural 
knowledge, shared histories and family traditions  
are kept alive from one generation to the next.  
This exhibition provides a space to celebrate and 
fully acknowledge the achievements, contributions, 
experience and knowledge of our grandmothers.

6 May until   
28 October

26 Alma Road, St Kilda 
jewishmuseum.com.au



Free open day
Come along to a fun and free  
open day to celebrate the launch  
of ‘Grandmothers’! Join us for a  
mix of activities including arts  
and crafts, music and food.  
An open day highlight will be a story 
time session at each museum with 
a special-guest grandmother from 
another cultural background. 

Sunday 6 May 
Chinese Museum 3pm to 6pm

Co.As.It Italian Historical Society &  
Museo Italiano 1pm to 5pm

Hellenic Museum 10am to 4pm

Islamic Museum of Australia  
10am to 4pm

Jewish Museum of Australia  
10am to 5pm

No bookings required.

Grandmother’s day at ArtPlay 
Presented by MMV in partnership  
with ArtPlay, with artist Briony Barr.

Bring your grandmother and her 
three favourite objects to this fun and 
interactive workshop and paint her 
portrait! Be inspired by the objects she 
has chosen, portraits from different 
cultural traditions, and a range of art 
materials to create your picture of her. 

Sunday 10 June 
Children 5 to 8 years from 10.30am to 12pm 
Children 8 to 12 years from 2pm to 4pm

ArtPlay, Birrarung Marr

$16 per child

Bookings essential at  
www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/artplay

Events

 
All MMV events are free unless indicated otherwise.  
Bookings are essential. Visit mmv.org.au



Multicultural  
grandmothers cook-off
Presented by MMV in partnership  
with ABC Radio Melbourne.

In the spirit of healthy (and tasty) 
competition, five grandmothers from 
Chinese, Italian, Greek, Muslim and 
Jewish communities, will be showing 
off their culinary skills in the third 
Multicultural Museums Victoria  
cook-off! The cook-off challenges  
each grandmother to cook a meal 
inspired by their cultural backgrounds. 
The participating chefs will have just 
over an hour to prepare a main dish 
from scratch. So join us and be inspired 
by Melbourne’s “foodie” culture, and  
the grandmothers who feed us!

The cook-off will be broadcast live  
on Libbi Gorr’s Sunday program on 
ABC Radio Melbourne & Victoria  
from 10am to 12pm.

Sunday 1 July 
Hellenic Museum at 10am

Bookings essential at mmv.org.au

Curators’ talks 
Deepen your ‘Grandmothers’ 
experience by joining a curator for  
an insightful talk at each museum. 
Get a behind-the-scenes glimpse 
into how the exhibitions came 
together, who the contributors 
are, and what is unique about 
the grandmothers from these 
extraordinary and diverse cultures.  

Tuesday 8 May  
Co.As.It Italian Historical Society & 
Museo Italiano at 11am

Wednesday 16 May 
Hellenic Museum at 12pm

Sunday 27 May  
Jewish Museum of Australia at 10.30am

Thursday 31 May 
Chinese Museum at 6pm

Tuesday 31 July  
Islamic Museum at 1pm

Bookings essential at mmv.org.au

 
All MMV events are free unless indicated otherwise.  
Bookings are essential. Visit mmv.org.au



What does it mean 
to be a Grandmother?
Presented by MMV in partnership  
with The ARC Centre of Excellence  
for the History of Emotions.  
Facilitated by Professor Jane Davidson.

Don’t miss this fascinating discussion 
about the essence of what it means 
to be a grandmother. This panel 
will explore the roles grandmothers 
play within families and the broader 
community, as well as examining the 
intercultural and intergenerational 
exchange of stories, language, 
traditions, memories and emotions.

Sunday 17 June 
Jewish Museum of Australia at 3pm

Bookings essential at mmv.org.au

Memories made from sand
Presented by MMV in partnership 
with The ARC Centre of Excellence 
for the History of Emotions. 
Facilitated by Penelope Lee  
and Kate Richards. 

Join us for a sand casting  
workshop. You are invited to bring 
along a meaningful personal object 
that relates to your grandmother,  
a grandmother figure, or yourself  
as a grandmother. It may be a 
keepsake, such as jewellery,  
or an ornament or framed photo.  
The object should measure no  
more than 20cm squared. In this 
session, you will cast your precious 
object, share its story and join in a 
group discussion about the emotional 
and historical relationships we  
have with our treasured possessions 
and the material world. 

Thursday 21 June  
Hellenic Museum at 11am 

Bookings essential at mmv.org.au

 
All MMV events are free unless indicated otherwise.  
Bookings are essential. Visit mmv.org.au



Lullabies and laments:  
a song circle
Presented by MMV in partnership 
with The ARC Centre of Excellence 
for the History of Emotions.  
Facilitated by Samantha Dieckmann.

Did your grandmother sing you 
lullabies? Don’t miss this guided 
song circle, where you can share 
meaningful songs like lullabies or 
laments from your culture. Learn  
the songs of fellow singers and  
share stories passed down through 
the generations. People interested  
in extending their experience may  
wish to perform at the Songs from  
my Grandmother concert on 
Wednesday 25 July.

Tuesday 3 July 
Co.As.It Italian Historical Society &  
Museo Italiano at 10.30am 

Bookings essential at mmv.org.au

Songs from my  
Grandmother concert
Presented by MMV in partnership  
with The ARC Centre of Excellence  
for the History of Emotions.  
Facilitated by Samantha Dieckmann.

Enjoy this public concert featuring 
inspiring performances by singers and 
musicians from across Melbourne’s 
diverse cultural communities.  
Discover a diverse range of international 
music and the histories behind them.  
This concert program is a celebration 
and reflection of the roles grandmothers 
play in our lives and the special place 
they hold around the globe.

Wednesday 25 July  
Islamic Museum of Australia at 6pm 

Bookings essential at mmv.org.au

The ARC Centre of Excellence for the History of Emotions (1100-1800) is a multi-disciplinary  
research centre that investigates how the emotions of the past have shaped and influenced our lives today.
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About Multicultural Museums Victoria
Melbourne is one of the world’s great multicultural cities, 
where opportunities for discovery abound. Under the 
MMV banner, we’ve brought together a unique partnership 
of five ethnic museums to share our rich cultures and 
present exciting joint programs and events. Whether 
you’re a local or just passing through, explore five cultures 
that have helped shape our vibrant and diverse city. 
Immerse yourself in our dynamic exhibitions, events,  
talks and workshops and discover endless possibilities  
for cultural engagement.

Grandmothers Project Partners


